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Pioneering early-stage calf health and care to optimise
lifetime productivity
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Empowering world leading precision agricultural technology

Supporting the sustainable
and profitable future of British
dairy and beef farming, our Calf
Research & Innovation Facility
is focussed on improving calf
growth, health and welfare for
increased resilience, yields and
longevity of our national dairy
and beef herds.

This facility is based on the Scotland's Rural College (SRUC)
owned Crichton Royal Farm in Dumfries. Calves from SRUC’s
award-winning 450-head Langhill dairy herd are reared in
the facility. The facility’s key technology provision combined
with SRUC’s analytical expertise provide unique research
and development opportunities.

Unlocking unique research and
development opportunities for dairy
farmers, feed manufacturers, milk
processors, retailers, pharmaceutical
and technology companies.

•	Rumen development

Areas of research include:
•	Feed trials
•	Microbiome
•	Growth performance
•	Nutrient digestibility
•	Blood biochemical indices
Researchers have access to comprehensive, in-depth data
of calf activity, development and health, via a combination
of animal-mounted sensors, automated feeding stations
that measure weight gain, forage, milk, concentrates and
water intake.

Measurably improving an animal’s lifetime
health and productivity
The Facility’s highly accurate daily data collection provides an
invaluable early warning system, thereby improving health and
reducing antibiotic use and costs.

"…Even mild disease takes
energy away from growth
and can limit the animals’
lifetime potentials."
© AHDB Dairy 2020

Calf Research at Crichton Royal Farm
Calving takes place throughout the year at the Crichton Royal Farm.
Any calf born, female or male, will be placed in the calf rearing
facility, as future research at the facility also aims to assess nutritional
strategies to make more male calves suitable for the beef supply chain.

Improving early calf growth, health and
wellbeing are crucial to a long productive life
and greater herd profitability.

Access all areas…
Join us and become a member of our
growing collaborative network of food
producers, processors and retailers
across the UK.
With access to industry leading companies,
experts and cutting-edge facilities, funding
alerts, exclusive events, demonstrations,
business incubation and international reach.
Contact: members@agriepi-centre.com.

Dairy Centres
across the UK
The Calf Research & Innovation Facility
is part of a wider UK Dairy Network.
We deliver world-class livestock and dairy research and
development facilities, including youngstock research, robotics
and adaptable housing development. Our innovative centres
of excellence in precision agriculture are complimented with
a UK-wide network of farms that provide a wealth of field and
commercial trial opportunities.
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1 Calf Research & Innovation Facility
2 Midlands Dairy Research Centre
3 South West Dairy Development Centre
Agri-EPI also works with a number of satellite farms, including
several dairy farms, where new technologies and ideas can be
developed and trialled in commercial farming settings.
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Talk to us about how we can help you
If you are interested in a research and development
project using the Calf Research & Development
Facility, or any aspect of our agri-research,
development and UK-wide facilities, we’ll be
delighted to talk to you.
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Drop us a line at team@agri-epicentre.com
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SRUC, Crichton Royal Farm,
Glencaple Road, Dumfries DG1 4AS
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T: 0131 239 7100
E: team@agri-epicentre.com
W: www.agri-epicentre.com

Based at SRUC

FOUR CENTRES

ONE VISION

